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ANNOUNCERS 

ORCHESTRA; 

ANNOUNCER; 


BESS; 

JIM; 

BESS; 

JIM: 

JERRY; 


“Uncle  Sam’s  Forest  Rangers” 

C^JARTF.T;  RANCtER  SONG 

Up  In  the  Pine  Gone  National  Forest  District > where  our  old 
friend  Ranger  Jim  Robbins  is  on  the  Job  as  manager  and  protector 
of  the  forest  resources,  the  little  village  of  Winding  Creek 
is  today  celebrating  its  annual  “Old  Timers*  Day."  With 
appropriate  ceremonies,  the  folks  in  Winding  Creek  and  the 
country  roundabout  are  reviving  the  memory  of  the  old 
stage-coach  days,  and  paying  honor  to  their  gray-halred 
pinoeers«  The  celebration  will  culminate  in  a banquet  at  the 
Lodgt3  hall  tonight,  with  the  old-timers  as  guests  of  honor  — 
and  we  understand  Ranger  Jim  Robbins  has  been  asked  to  serve 

^ ^ HB 

as  toastmaster^.  i-  t,  ’ 

We^re  tuning  in  now  at  the  Pine  Cone  Ranger  Station^,  and  maybe 
we®ll  get  in  on  some  of  the  festivities  before  our  timers  up 
Here  we  go?.  — 

Jim, if  you® re  going  to  be  toastmaster  at  tha,t  banquet  tonight £, 
you’ve  got  to  put  on  your  new  uniformo  You  can® t go  looking 
like  thato, 

New  uniform,  eh?  (CHUCKLES)  Seems  to  me  the  old  one  would  be 
more  appropriate  at  an  old-timers  blowout  ~ wouldn’t  it,  Bess? 
I don't  care  if  it  is  appropriateo  I’m  not  going  to  let  you 
go  out  of  this  house  with  that  shabby  old  uniform  on  Look  at 
Jerry,  how  nice  he  looks o 

Yepo  the  boy  cuts  a handsome  figure  all  right . 

Aw,  never  mind  the  kidding, now. 
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Wellg  all  rights  Fes 3,..  It°s  the  new  suit  if  you  say  sOo 

doll  all  up  — fix  jiiyself  up  Just  as  pnettj’’  as  nature  will  permit 

but  I reckon  that  ain't  so  raucho 

BESSs 

You  can  look  nice  enough  if  yop  want  to,  Jim  what  are  you 

grinning  about  ? 

JIMj 

(CHTJGKLIN<t)  Reminds  me  of  Charlie  — speaking  about  looking 
as  handsome  as  nature  permits  — CharlleOs  one  of  the  boys  in 
the  Forest  Service;  he^s  klhda  bow-legged^  you  know  --  and  he 

JERRY; 

used  to  tell  about  during  the  War  when  they  were  tryin  to 
make  a soldier  outa  himo  The  top  sergeant  would  get  a bunch 
of  boys  lined  up  and  then  he*d  parade  up  and  down  in  front  of 
'em  yellin'  «A11  right, you  rookies  — eyes  front,  heads  up^ 
shoulders  back,  knees  together''  — and  then,  looking  right  at 
Charlie's  bow  legs,  he'd  add;  "Knees  together  - as  near  as 
the  conformation  of  the  body  will  permit o" 

(LAUGHS)  Well,  you're  not  bow-legged  anyhow,  Jimo 

JIM; 

Ko?  --  Well  — Say  = you  are  kinda  rigged  up  pretty  special 
tonight,  aren't  you,  young  fellowo  I s'pose  you're  escorting 
the  schoolma'am  to  this  blow-out? 

JERRY; 

Mary?  Sure  I'm  taking  hero 

JIM; 

(CHUCKLES)  T]:^'s  why  he's  all  dolled  up  like  a sore  thumb 
huh,  Bess? 

BESS; 

Of  course  --  You  ^ look  nice,  Jerryo  Mary's  going  to  be 
proud  of  youo 

JERRY; 

Yeah?  F • 

BESS; 

And  Jim,  you  go  get  ready  right  awayo  They've  asked  you  to  be 
toast-master  at  this  banquet,  you  know,  so  you  have  to  look 
presentableo 
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Jllis  All  right  j,  Bessc  I ‘'ll  do  my  beatt. 

BESSs  And  hurry  now,  Jim  — 

INTERVAL  » MUSIC 


(FADE  IN  - HUM  OF  VOICES) 


BESS 


Oh,  there  you  are,  Maryo  My,  dearie,  you  look  just  as  pretty 
as  a picture?, 

. Oh,  thank  you,  MrSo  Robbins o 

Say,  the  gal  does  look  pretty  smart  tonight,  at  that  How 
about  It,  Jerry? 

Sure  she  doesE  They  donH  come  any  prettier  than  Mary 
Oh,  now,  Jerry  » But  hadn't  we  better  find  our  places  and  get 
seated,  Jerry? 

Yeah„  Where  we  supposed  to  sit,  Jim?  Here  by  you  folks? 
Nopeo  These  places  here  are  reserved  for  the  old  timers  - us 
relics  of  the  horse  and  wagon  days,  see?  So  I reckon  you 
youngsters'll  have  to  sit  down  at  the  other  end  of  the  hall 
Okay,  Jinio  Let's  gOo 
30UND  OF  VOICES  UP  ~ A FEW  BARS  OF  MUSIC) 

HUM  OF  VOICES  SUBSIDES 


FARYs 

JIMS 

JERRY! 

MARYs 

JERRY! 

JIMS 


JERRY j 


JIM! 


(RAISING  VOICE)  And  now  folks — before  we  call  on  some  of  our 
bewhiskered  old-timers  to  give  ue  something  of  the  wisdom  of 
their  years,  it  seems  to  me  we  oughta  ha.ve  a word  or  two  from 
the  younger  generationo  We've  got  some  up-  and-coming 
youngsters  in  this  community  - they're  the  ones  that'll  have  to 
carry  on  when  we  old  codgers  have  finished  our  work»  Who  would 

you  say  we'd  better  call  on  to  speak  for  the  younger  generation 
of  our  community? 
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VOICES s 
JllaS 
VOICES? 
JIM? 


The  young  rangerS  Jerry  Q,uic}i:S  (ETC) 

Who? 

(AG-AIN  CALL  FOR  JERRY) 

(CHUCKLING)  Wellj,  it  looks  like  you  folks  are  going  to  work 
us  foresters  overtime  — but  if  you  want  to  hear  from  our 
young  assistant  ranger,  okayo  Up  on  your  feet,  Jerry,  and 
let’s  have  it  — Ladies  and  gentlemen  — Assistant  Ranger, 
Jerry  Quick® 


APPLAUSE 


JERRY S 
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Polks j I “ I®in  not  much  of  a hand  at  making  speeches  --  Uh  — 
all  I®ve  got  to  say  is  — that  maybe  we  younger  people  h8<ven®t 
been  here  so  long,  but  we  feel  we* re  part  of  this  community 
too.  We* re  proud  of  our  old-timers  here  •»  the  pioneers  who 
came  into  this  country  when  it  was  all  one  vast  wilderness^  and 
built  up  this  community  we  live  in  against  all  kinds  of  odds  - 
surmounting  all  kinds  of  difficulties  But  we  also  realize  that 
there's  still  work  to  do  — the  Job  isn't  all  done  yetu  We“ve 
got  to  work  to  maintain  our  community  life  and  our  community 
institutions  - to  give  them  permanence  and  stability,,  And 
that's  a big  job  tooo  It  means  the  protection  and .wise  use 
of  the  resources  on  which  our  community  depends  for  its  life,. 

It  means  solving  many  difficult: social  and  economic  problems  -- 
3o  we  young  people  are  sort  of  pioneers,  too  - pioneers  in  a 
new  field  of  endeavor  Our  old  timers  did  a splendid  job  .< 

One  of  these  days  we'll  be  old-timers  ourselves,  and  I hope 
we  willhave  done  as  good  a job  in  our  turn  as  they  dido 

APPLAUSES 

JERRYs  G-ee,  I didn't  know  I was  going’  to  get  called  on  for  a speech 
Did  I get  by,  Mary? 

MARYs  Did  you  get  by?  Jerry,  you  were  splendid^ 

INTERVAL  - MUSIC g 
IFADE  IN  HUM  OF  VOICES) 

BESSs  Isn't  this  a nice  party,  Jim? 

JIMg-.  ^epo  g<^lng  along  fine,  Besso 

BESSs  Who  are  you  going  to  call  on  for  the  next  speech,  Jim? 
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JIM:  I s'pect  1*11  call  on  Old  Uncle  Billy o 

BESS;  Uncle  Billy?  Why,  Jim,  do  you  think  you  ought  to  do  that? 

He's  sort  of  everybody  thinks  of  him  around  here  as  sort 
of  a ne'er-do-well  — sort  of  a hermit,  living  off  hy 
himself  in  that  old  cabin,  pou  knowo  Shouldn't  you  — 

JIM:  This  is  old-timer's  night,  Bess,  and  I reckon  he's  the  oldest 

old-timer  in  the  country o 

BESS:  I know,  Jim,  but  with  all  fijur  visitors  here  — all  the  prominent 

people  from  out  of  town  — shouldn't  you  call  on  one  of  our 
best  speakers  like  Judge  Crockett  - or  the  major,  Ezra  Taggert  - 
or  — 

JIM:  (GHUCKLINB)  Sometimes  there's  folks  that  do  a lot  of  fine, 

high-flown  oratory,  and  still  don't  say  mucho 

BESSg  I know,  Jim,  but  « 

JIM:  Uncle  Billy  may  not  be  any  silver- tongue,  but  I've  got  a notion 

that  he  might  have  a thought  or  two  that'd  be  worth  listening 
to  — • Anyway,  here  goeso  (RAISING-  VOICE)  Ladies  and 
G-entlemeno  (HUM  OF  VOICES  SUBSIDES)  — I am  going  to  call  on 
our  oldest  old-timer,  our  friend  and  fellow-townsman,  Mr® 
William  Smith,  better  known  to  all  of  us  as  Unci©  BiiiVo 

APPLAUSE: 

JIM:  If  you  think  it'll  be  too  tiring  standing  up  and  talking, 

Uncle  Billy,  just  sit  right  where  you  are  and  talk  to  uso  We 
don't  need  to  be  formal  at  a gathering  like  this® 

UNCLE  Bg  (OLD  t^UAVERING-  VOICE)  MTo  Toastmaster  Jim  Robbins,  when  I gits 
so  confounded  old  thet  I hez  to  sit  while  I'm  a-doin  my  public 
speakln*  I'm  a-goin*  to  quit  a-comia'  to  these  here  old  timers' 
do in?  So 
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APPLAUSE; 

UNCLE  B; 

Wall,  ladies  and  gents  I'm  a gittin'  too  old  fer  doin  much  else  'sides 

sitttn*  an  thinkin'  — * an'  goin'  fishin'  in  seasono  Thinkin'  an'  fishin® 

I kinda  works  together  anyhow  — one  don't  interfere  with  the  other, 
speciallyo 

Wall,  off'n  on,  I bin  a- thinkin'  — 'bout  last  Hallowe'en  time,  some  kids 
come  around  my  cabin  gitten  fer  mischief,  an®  I heerd  'em  do~f idgetin® 
around,  so  I went  out  an®  I says  to  'em,  I says;  ‘'Boys^  this  here 
destroyin'  property  'round  here  ain't  righto*  I says,  *The  fellers  who's 
ownin'  this  here  property  is  a-payin®  for  yer  schoolin' , an®  payin'  fer 
that  new  gymnasium  we're  a«fixin®  to  build  fer  yuh,  all  of  'em  bein'  yer 
friendso*  I says;  *It's  them  yer  hurtin®  — yer  own  friends  --  an®  by 
hurtin®  ®em  you* re  destroyin'  yer  own  pleasure  an*  happiness  an®  ySr 
future  prospects  o'*  You  know,  folks,  it  sorta  got  them  boys  an®  they  said 
they'd  quit  an®  by  ginn  they  dido 

Wall,  I bin  thinkin*  about  that,  off'n  on,  like  I said  — • an*  I bin  thinkin 
mebbe  us  old-timers  was  a lot  like  them  kids, some  ways..  We  done  a lotta 
hard  work  in  our  day,  clearin’  land  an*  gittin®  our  ranches  established 
an®  gittin  roads  built  into  'em  an®  buildin*  our  schoolhouses  an*  so  oh, 
startin'  from  nothin*  — but  we  also  done  a heap  o*  scrappin*  and 
squabblin’  an*  tryin*  to  git  hold  of  each  other's  property  an®  wastin'  an* 
destroyin'  public  property  which  we  shoulda  bin  conservin'  fer  our  own 
goodo  We  fit  over  the  ranges,  each  tryin*  to  git  our  stock  up  on  'em  so's 
to  git  a couple  more  stems  o®  grass  than  the  other  feller^  we  cut 
up  and  burned  up  whole  big  stands  o*  timber,  wasteful-like,  without 
stoppin*  to  think  where  we'd  be  when  there  warn't  no  more;  (MORS) 
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UNCLE  BILLY  (CONTINUED) 

An  we  was  wasteful  an*  unthlnkin*  a lot  o»  ways  like  that  — Just  like 
them  kids  — wastin'  and  destroyin'  without  thlnkln*  what  It  meant o 
By  gum,  I bln  thlnkln*,  what's  go in*  to  keep  this  here  little  town  of 
ours  go In' o What's  it  goln*  to  keep  goin'  on,  Im  askin' o Waste  land 
an  bare  soil,  washln*  away  in  the  rain,  ainta  goln*  to  keep  It  goln'o 
Bare  soil  and  rocks,  with  the  grass  all  et  out  and  tramped  out, ain't 
goin*  to  raise  us  no  fat  steers  to  ship  out  at  the  cattle-loadin'  sidingo 
Bare  soil  ain't  gonna  keep  the  lumber  mill  over  'cross  the  tracks  yonder 
a-goln' , 'cause  how's  the  mill  a-goin*  to  keep  a-runnin*  if  we  don't  keep 
trees  a-growln*  up  in  the  hills o Bare  soil  an*  rocks  ainta  goin®  to 
bring  no  city-folks  up  here  summer-times  f er  recratin' ^ an®  incidentally 
a-spendin®  cash  money  In  this  here  country o An*  what's  of  particular 
personal  Int'rest  to  me,  bare  soil  ainta  goln”  to  keep  feedin®  clear, 
fresh-runnh*  streams  where  a feller  kin  go  a-fishin*  o 

By  gum.  It's  what's  back  o®  this  here  town  that's  goin*  to  keep  It  goin? o 
It's  the  good  soil  in  the  valley  an*  the  grass  and  trees  a-growin*  on  the 
hills  - pervidln*  we  use  'em  righto  We  old  timers  didn't  use  'em  none 
too  goodo  We  run  too  many  stock  on  the  range, an*  we  clean-cut  up  In  the 
timber,  an*  we  set  around  careless  like  lettln*  fire  clean  up  any  little 
bit  we  lefto  That's  how  dome  we  got  such  a lot  of  waste-land  hereabouts, 
which  we  gotta  start  a-buildin*  up  all  over  agalno  An*  meantime,  what 
we  got  left.  In  the  way  o*  timber  an'  all,  we  gotta  use  right  - else 
this  here  town'll  peter  out  an*  quit  kickin' o 


(KOBE) 
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UNCLS  BILLY  ( CONTI 

That  young  ranger  over  there, a little  while  back  - he  didn't  do  much 
talkin',  not  ramblin'  on  like  your  Uncle  Billy  here  - but  he  said  something 
worth  thlnkln'  on.  He  said  somethin’  'bout  "permanenoe*  an*  "stability „• 

I ain't  much  on  them  hlgh-falutln'  words,  but  I git  what  he  was  a-drlvln' 
at,  all  right,—  me.anln'  this:  we  gotta  use  them  things  like  timber  an’ 
soil  an'  range  an’  all  - we  gotta  use  'em  right.  Meanln'  this:  itolle 
we're  usin'  the  range, wegotta  keep  more  grass  a-growln'  on  'em:  while 
we're  a-outtln'  timber  we  gotta  keep  more  timber  a-growln  up,  an'  so  on  — 
Us  old-timers  has  seen  a lot  In  our  day,  an'  we  ought  of  learned  a lot,  but 
by  gum  some  of  us  ain’t  lived  long  enough  yet  to  learn  rtiat  that  young 

. ranger  was  a-talkln'  about.  An'  any  time  that  young  ranger  starts  a-talkln', 
by  gum  I«m  a-listenin»c. 

Them  forest  rangers  has  got  a lot  of  new-fangled  words  fer  what  I ben 


a-talklng  about  — "conservation,"  "sustalned-yleld"  an«(.  so  on 
by  gum  I calls  It  Jest  plain  common-sense. 


bjit 


Ms  (OHUCKLINU)  Bess,  I told  you  old  Uncle  Billy  might  say 

something  worth  listening  to. 

(FADE  OUT) 

•AliNOOKCER:  Uncle  Sam's  Forest  Rangers  Is  presented  by  the  National 

Broadcasting  Company,  with  the  cooperation  of  the  United  States 

Forest  Service o 

•(iw/9;l5  am  is 
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